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No.20. When the night wind howls
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" "Whose cheque?
0ld Adam’s
But old Adam hasnt a banker,

I didn't say I forged his barker— I said I forged his cheque, On Saturday I dis-
inherited my only son.

SirRod: But you havemt got a sen.

Robin: No- not yet. I disinherited him in advance, to save time. You see— by this arrange
ment — he’ll be born already disinherited,

SirRod: I see. But I don't think you can do that.

Robin. My good sir, If I can’t disinherit my own unbora son, whose uabora son can |
disinherit?

Sir Rod:  Humph! These arguments sound very well, but I can’t help thinking that, if they
were reduced to syllogistic form, they wouldo't hold water. Now quite understand
us. We are foggy, but we don't permit our fogginess to be presumed upon, Un-
less you undertake to- well, suppose we say, carry off a lady? (addressing Ghosts)
Those who are in favour of his carrying off a lady? (42 kold up their hands ex -
cept a Bishop.) Those of a contrary opinion? (Bisiop Aolds up both hands.) Oh, you're
never satisfied! Yes, unless you undertake to carry off a lady at once— I dom’t
care what lady- you perish in inconceivable agonies.

Robin: Carry off a lady? Certainly not, on any account. I've the greatest respect for la-
dies, and I wouldn't do anything of the kind for worlds! No, no. I'm not that kind
of baronet, I assure you! If that’s all you've got to say, you'd better go back to
your frames,

SirRod:  Very good- then let the agonies commence.

w

{Ghosts make pusses, Robin begins fo writhe in agony.)*
Rohin: Oht On! Don't do that! I can’t stand it!
Sir Red:  Painful, isn't #t? It gets worse by degrees,

Raobin: Oh! Oh! Stop a bit! Stop it, will you? I want to speak,

L » S
($ir Roderie makes signs to the Ghosts, who reswme their positions,) 3 —
Sir Rod:  Better? p

Robin: Yes, better now! Whew!

Sir Rod:  Well, do you consent?

Robin: But it's such an ungentlemanly thing to do!
8irRod:  As you please. (70 Ghosts) Carry onl

Robin: Stop— I can't stand it! I agree! I promise! Tt shall be done!
SirRod:  Today?

Robin: Today!

Sir Rod: At once?

Robin: At once!l I retract! 1 apologize! I had no idea it was anything like that!

*This is the printed stage direciion. The original and very effective staging was as follows:
The Ghosts are in an arc aeross the stage, Roderic being in front, center, Robin has walked {o center as
he ends his last speech. The Ghosis, taking their cue from Roderie, all raise their right arms, then throw-
ing all their weight onto a step forward, bring down their arms with all forefingers pointing at Robin, who
promptly falls to the ground on his “Oh! Ohl”They resume their position, and repeat the gesture. Robin says
“Dowt do that!” They do it again, and he says “I can't stand it!” Roderic speaks, and they repeat their ges-
turea once more, and then drop their arms at a sign from Roderic. When he says “Carry on!” they again repeat
this gesture, holding it until Robin says “At once!” Then they relax,and laugh as they go into their Charus.)
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Allegro vivace 3 = 105

No.24. My eyes are fully open

Robin, Despard,and Margaret
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Robin:

Hannah:

Robin:
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Dame Hannah! This is— this is not what 1 expected.

Well, sir, and what would you with me? Ok, you have begun bravely-bravely in-
deed! Unappalled by the calm dignity of blameless womanhood,your minion has torn
me from my spotless home, and dragged me, blindfold and shrieking, through hedg
es, over stiles, and across a very difficult country, and left me, helpless and trem-
bling, at your mercyl Yet not helpless, coward sir, for approach one step-nay, but
the iwentieth part of one poor inch— and this poniard (Produces o very small dugger)
shall teach ye what it is to lay unholy hands on old Stephen Trustys daughter!

Madam, I am extremely sorry for this. It is not at all what I intended- anything

more correct— more deeply respectful than my intentions towards you, it would be
impossible for anyone— however particular—~ to desire.

Hannah:

Robin:

(Hannak,

dugger 16

Hannah:

Robin:

Sir Rod:
Robin:

Sir Rod:
Hannah:
Sir Rod:
Hannah:
Sir Rod:

Robin:
Sir Rod:
Robin:
8ir Rod
Hannah-
Robin:

Sir Rod
Robin:

Sir Rod
Hannah
8ir Rod
Hannah
Sir Rot

Hannal
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Bah, I am not to be tricked by smooth words, hypocrite! But be warned in time,
for there are, without, a hundred gallant hearts whose trusty blades would hack
him limb from limb who dared to lay unholy hands on cld Stephen Trusty’s danghter!

And this is what it is to embark upon a career of unlicensed pleasure!

_(Ea'nnak,wha has taken a formidable dagger from one of the armed figures,throws her small
dagger to Robin,)

Hannah:

Robin:

Sir Rﬂd:
Robin:

Sir Rod:

Hannah:
Sir Rod:
Hannah:
Sir Rod:

Robin:
Sir Rod:
Robin:

§ir Rod:

Hannah:
Robin:

Sir Rod:

Robin:
Sir Rod:

Hannah:

Sir Rod:
Hannah:
Sir Rod:

Hannah:

Harkye, miscreant, you have secured me, and I am yourpoor prisoner; but if you
think I cannot take care of myself you are very much mistaken. Now then it's one
to one, and let the best man win! (making for Aim)

(in un agony of ferror) Dom't! dowt look at me like that! I can't bear it!  (Ske
chases him around the stage. He fulls down before the curtain that hides Sir Rod -
erics picture.) Rodericl Uncle! Save me! (Sir Roderic enters, from his picture. He

comes down-stage.)

What is the matter? Have you carried her off?

1 have- she is there — look at her — she terrifies me!

(tooking af Honnek) Little Naonikin!

{wmazed) Roddy- doddy!

My own old love! Why, how came yow here?

This brute— he carried me off! Bodily! But Il show him! (zhout to rush ot Robin)

Stop! (fo Bobin) What do you mean by carrying off this lady? Are you aware that
once upon a time she was engaged to be married to me? I'm very angry—
very angry indeed.

Now I hope this will be a lesson fo you in future not to-

Hold your tongue, sit,

Yes, uncle.

Have you given him any encouragement?

(to Robin) Have I given you any encouragement? Frankly now, have I?

No. Frankly, you have not. Anything more sorupulously correct than your conduct,
it would be impossible to desire.

You go away.

Yes, uncle. (Fwit Robin, B.)}

(They come down-stage) This is a strange meeting after so many years!
Very. I thought you were dead. |

I am, I died ten years ago.

And are you pretty comfortable?

Pretty well— that is— yes, pretty well.

You dor't deserve to be, for 1 loved you all the while, dear; and it made me dread-
fully unhappy to hear of all your goings-on, you bad, bad boy!




206

No.26. There grew a little flower
Ballad

Hannah with Sir Roderic
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(Bnter Robin, exciledly, followed by all the characters and Chorus of Bridesmaids.)
Robin: Stop a bit- both of you.
Sir Rod:  This intrusion is unmannerly.
Hannah:  I'm surprised at you.
Robin: L can’t stop to apologize~an idea has just occurredto me. A Baronet of Ruddigore
can only die through refusing to commit his daily crime.
Sir Rod:  No doubt,
Robin: Therefore, to refuse to commit a daily crime is tantamount to suicide!
8irRod: 1t would seem so,
Robin: But suicide is, itself, a crime-and so, by your own showing, you ought never to
have died at alll
8ir Red: I see- I understand! Then I am practically alive!
Robin: Undoubtedly! (837 Roderic embraces Hannak,) Rose, when you believed that I was a
simple farmer, 1 believe you loved me?
Rose: Madly, passionately!
Robin: But if T should turn out nof to be a bad baronet after all, how would you love me
then?
Rose: Passionately, madly!
Rebin. As before?
Rose: Why, of course!
Robin: My darling! (Z%ey embrace.)
Richard: Here, I say, belay!
Rose: Oh sir, belay, if it’s absolutely necessary!
Robin:
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Belay? Certainly not!
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